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Psalm 80:1-7, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-55  

Pastor Jonathan      Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 

“Love” 

 

Every year I get the privilege of talking about love. There is something 

difficult about talking about love, just like talking about humility. If you are 

truly humble, you aren’t that bold as to teach on humility. Similarly with 

love, if you truly know how to love, you show it, you don’t talk about it. 

And if you are less skilled at loving, as I am less skilled, you don’t say much 

at all. So thank you for coming today, I’ll just have to end it there. No. Wait 

a minute. God has something to say. So let’s listen together to Him. 

 

All of us just want to be loved. That’s not a male or female thing, we all do. 

It’s a part of our DNA, part of our programming. It’s also acknowledged in 

our culture: “All you need is love…all you need is love…all you need is 

love, love…love is all you need.” Pretty basic lyrics. Hard to believe it 

would become an all time best selling song if there weren’t something it was 

identifying in our basic human state, even if John Lennon meant it to be an 

anti-war song. Also there aren’t too many songs that have a chorus with only 

one note and written in 7/4.* There is a deep truth that we need love.  

 

Many of us have learned of studies involving infant mortality which 

shockingly reveal what has happened for decades or centuries in orphanages 

in E. Europe and other parts of the world, for example, lack of love, touch, 

and presence can literally kill a child as easily or more easily than lack of 

food, water and warm shelter.† 

 

We all need love. We need it desperately and continually. Ironically, we also 

have the capacity to reject it as it comes to us from others’ hands. Perhaps 

you have a story or two of how you have rejected offers of love and care 

from others, many times with good reasons, some times without. 

 

Since the Garden of Eden, humans have decided to reject God’s offer of 

guidance, of God’s love and relationship. How many times has God heard 

words of rejection and rebellion? Billions? Trillions? If I were God, and you 

 
* https://www.songfacts.com/facts/the-beatles/all-you-need-is-love 
† https://theconversation.com/can-a-lack-of-love-be-deadly-58659 
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know I’m not, I would feel pretty rejected right now. But God, being God, 

keeps on trying to win us back to Himself. In fact, the Bible is the record of 

how many ways God tries to bring us into relationship with Himself, after 

the Fall. He tried to start over with Noah and told us He wouldn’t wipe us 

out again. He tried to start over with Abraham. God loved him, and made 

many promises to him. He loved Jacob’s family, with all their faults. He 

protected them in Egypt through Joseph. God also loved His people through 

Moses. And He led them into the promised land through Joshua. 

 

But we kept rebelling against His teachings and rejecting His love. So He 

allowed His people to go through hard times, through sword (military 

actions of rival nations), pestilence (pandemics and worse) and famine. (see 

for example, Ezekiel 14) Eventually God allowed an exile that meant a 

major part of the population was deported to Babylon, and Jerusalem was 

burned to the ground, and the stones of its walls were leveled. 

 

It was later rebuilt, not like in Solomon’s time, but the people hadn’t 

changed much. So this time God sent His Son, the promised Messiah. A 

virgin miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit, which we know happened 

in the little town of Bethlehem in the desert. Why do I tell you the history, 

likely history you already know, of God pursuing His people again and 

again? Because that is love. 

 

God is pursuing you and me. That’s His love at work, everyday. He is 

pursuing us with patience, kindness, not strutting, not having a swelled head, 

not forcing Himself on others, not saying “Me first,” not flying off the 

handle, not keeping score of who sins the worst, never rejoicing when bad 

things happen to people, but takes pleasure in the truth, putting up with so 

much… You know these attributes of love from 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. We 

often hear them at weddings, although they originally were meant for the 

church and how we are supposed to care for one another. It’s hard to get the 

perspective we need. Paul says if we miss out on the loving part, we are just 

like a gong or a clanging cymbal, nothing really. Even so, it is true that 

many of us struggle to love one another and even love ourselves. 

 

John teaches on love often. He tries to impart to us in his gospel that God 

moves into the neighbourhood to show us love. Jesus explains to his 

religious friend Nicodemus that the whole point in the Messiah coming was 

to love the world…”God so loved the world…” (John 3:16ff) Jesus didn’t 

come to initiate a ministry of condemnation, but a higher standard than “do 
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what you want and be who you are.” John 15:9-17 reads this way in the 

Message: 

 9-10 “I’ve loved you the way my Father has loved me. Make yourselves 

at home in my love. If you keep my commands, you’ll remain intimately at 

home in my love. That’s what I’ve done—kept my Father’s commands and 

made myself at home in his love. 

11-15 “I’ve told you these things for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy, 

and your joy wholly mature. This is my command: Love one another the way 

I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the line for 

your friends. You are my friends when you do the things I command you. I’m 

no longer calling you servants because servants don’t understand what their 

master is thinking and planning. No, I’ve named you friends because I’ve let 

you in on everything I’ve heard from the Father. 

16 “You didn’t choose me, remember; I chose you, and put you in the world 

to bear fruit, fruit that won’t spoil. As fruit bearers, whatever you ask the 

Father in relation to me, he gives you. 

17 “But remember the root command: Love one another. 

Jesus is loving us the way the Father loved Him. He still wants us to take 

His values and not settle for ours. He still is willing to give everything for 

us. He models His love for us as the way to love one another. He still is 

pursuing us even as He knows we don’t value His mission as much as we 

value our own. He loves us and calls us friends. He gave His life for us. He 

wants us to be friends with one another as well. He knows we don’t agree on 

everything, just like every other family on the planet. 

He wants us to know that love is not God, but that God is love. There’s a big 

difference. “Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with 

actions and in truth.” (1 John 3:18) and 3:16: 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 

us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 

God’s action toward us speaks very loudly. He was not only willing to give 

Jesus up with his complete agreement, He was willing to go through with 

His Son everything He went through. This includes the vulnerability of his 

humanity, such as safety issues for him as an infant and child but also finally 
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allowing his being delivered to the religious and military authorities who 

tortured him to death, although Jesus did not deserve it in any way. 

Jesus died as the substitutionary atonement for our sin. He took the penalty 

of our sins on Himself so that we could be freed from them and be in right 

relationship with God. That is love. And although we do not take away the 

weight of others’ sins the way Jesus the Messiah does, we do know that love 

involves suffering. Loving someone through many seasons is not easy. We 

are all broken. Loving is costly. Loving Jesus costs you your life, your way, 

your will… As the Scriptures record: …Then he said to the crowd, “If any of 

you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your 

cross daily, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. 

But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. (Luke 9:23-24 

NLT) Or as John says it more simply: “This is love for God: to obey his 

commands…” (1 Jn. 5:3) 

 

John links our relationship with God with our relationship with one another. 

The love of God that comes into our lives requires a response of loving Him 

back and loving His church, as broken and shabby as she might be. John 

interlaces the love of the Son toward the Father and the love of the Father 

toward the Son. We see how much they love us, and give themselves to us 

through the Holy Spirit who takes up residence in us. 

 

Let me close with chapter four of 1 John, we hear again or for the first time 

the song: Beloved let us love one another, for love is of God and everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God, he who does not love, does not 

know God for God is love. Beloved, let us love one another. (1 John 4:7-8) 

 

But what does this Scripture mean? Is it a new way to know God, just by 

loving others? No, it is meant to say that loving is God’s invention and gift. 

All good loving points to God and points to Jesus. As John invites us in his 

first letter, we need to first of all receive Jesus’ love and relationship with 

Jesus as Master and Saviour. Once we know Jesus and His kind of love, then 

we can express that kind of giving love to others. There are many kinds of 

broken love. Jesus’ love involves loyalty and sacrifice. Love is easy to talk 

about and harder to live. But as John challenges us, let us accept his 

challenge and good teaching to love one another, as we seek to love God. 

 

Let us pray. 


